
	Minutes of Barleythorpe Annual Parish Council Meeting

Held on Thursday 28th July 2022
Rutland Showground Pavilion, Barleythorpe

	Attendance
	Cllr. Chris Marsland – Chairman
Cllr. Peter Goodwin

Cllr. Susan Percival

Cllr. Malcolm Phillips
Cllr. Julian Richardson

Helen Duckering – Parish Clerk

15 members of the public



	Apologies 
	Cllr. Felix Chombe
Cllr. Sarah Clark

Cllr. Hilary Hudson
C.Cllr. David Blanksby

C.Cllr. Sue Webb

	
	
	

	Item

2022/57
	The meeting opened at 7.00pm

	

	2022/58
	Public Participation

Planning application 2022/0796/MAO:
It was confirmed that the Parish Council will make comments to Rutland County Council regarding this application, informed by the discussion 2022/67 below. Members of the public were encouraged to respond to the application also. Jason Bates read a statement setting out the existing levels of development in Rutland over recent years and the requirement for sustainable development in the future. 

Aspects of the application in terms of impact, access and sustainability were highlighted. It was confirmed that these very valid objections will be included in the Parish Council response to the Rutland County Council.

	

	2022/59
	To receive declarations of member’s interests and requests for dispensations

None
	

	2022/60
	To approve the minutes of the meeting 26th May 2022
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.
	

	2022/61
	Matters arising from the minutes of the meetings 26th May 2022 not listed separately on the agenda

None.
	

	2022/62
	Clerk’s report and correspondence
· Purchase of SIDs by Parish Council – this issue was an agenda item for the recent HTWG meeting at RCC. The decision of the meeting, as to whether the Parish Council can fund the purchase, is currently unknown as no minutes are available at present. More information will be obtained once the RCC officer liaising with the Parish Council returns from annual leave.
· Confidential correspondence received and circulated to the Parish Council was noted.
· Correspondence regarding the withdrawal of the RF1 bus service – it was agreed that the clerk will investigate this and circulate information to the Parish Councillors for comment.


	

	2022/63
	County Councillors report
No County Councillors were present at the meeting.
	

	2022/64
	To receive report on issues with Preim

Cllr. Richardson reported:
Most of the communication recently with Preim Ltd and Allison Homes has been led by our County Councillors, David Blanksby and Sue Webb, who have been very active and successful on this front.

At the last Parish Council meeting I thought that we were progressing to have representatives on the Oakham Heights Residents Management Company Ltd (OHMRCL) but Preim Ltd stepped in and were unhelpful and we had to involve the MP. We had her clarify with Allison Homes their agreement on the number of directors. I believe that we have now agreed a way forward with her involvement and Allison Homes being much more positive than Preim.

Our contact with Allison Homes has been much more positive and contact with Lee Pittam, a director of Allison Homes and our main contact, has been very helpful.

Preim Ltd has circulated a summer newsletter to residents. Their article on dog waste has caused some controversy on social media and perhaps it would be a good idea if we produced a map showing actual and future bin locations and, also, a table showing who is responsible for emptying the litter bins, as some are the responsibility of RCC and some are Preim.

	

	2022/65
	Parish Forum meeting 22nd June 2022

Cllr Richardson reported:

There were13 Parish Council representatives and

9 Rutland Council representatives present at the Parish Forum meeting.
Major Discussion Points

· Local Plan Update from the RCC Planning Team; A slide presentation to be circulated to parish councillors

· Update On Rutland Neighbourhood Watch scheme which has ceased to exist, but an App will be updated and organised by RCC

· Code of Conduct training for Parishes

The Chairman introduced Angela Wakefield RCC’s new Director of Law & Governance (Monitoring Officer), to talk over this item who explained:

· Many parish councils have already adopted the new Code of Conduct
· The Code does not apply to Parish Meetings.
• RCC have offered to fund training for Parishes (Parish Clerks in the first instance).

• LRALC will provide training, funded by RCC.

The Chairman then introduced Jake Atkinson, the Chief Executive of the LRALC, who covered the scope and availability of the training.

• Training available to all parishes.
• Adopting the new Code of Conduct requires a substantial culture change and addresses many weaknesses from the previous code over the past 10 years.

• New code is a national model produced by LGA and NALC have fed into it.

• Many problems associated with councillor conduct and interest in the past have been unintentional, with councillors not fully appreciating what is required of them, especially in relation to standards and interests.

• Essential that councillors have support in adopting new code through targeted training to make them aware of requirements.

• Training provided to other areas with positive feedback.

• Initial rollout aimed at clerks to feed back to their Parish Councils, but if space available can be offered to Chairs and councillors.

• Following this training individual parishes can request further training for their council through the LRALC if they feel it is required.

• Two sessions will be available:

• 20 September (2pm – 4pm)

• 11th October 2022 (6pm – 8pm).

• Further details will be sent out shortly to parishes directly from LRALC team
	

	2022/66
	Barleythorpe Development Opposition Group

A few residents have volunteered to form this group. The Chairman will meet with the group shortly to discuss how the Parish Council can support them.
	

	2022/67
	Planning
a. To receive planning application responses since last meeting
· 2022/0678/ADV Unit 1 & 2 Northfield Court. 1 no. 2950x600x50mm fascia signage: 3mm aluminium powder coated tray sign (grey) with 50mm returns. Letters to be vinyl applied to face of sign. 1 no. 1000x700mm v-board sign (grey): 3mm Dibond fixed with channelling to 76mm aluminium post. 12 no. window vinyls: sizes indicated on drawing no. AM29 001 Proposed Signage.

External signs are ok; vinyls are not appropriate. The external v-board signs are size and location appropriate for the surrounding area. The vinyl signs are too large, garish, and overpowering for this area. This type of advertising is not appropriate in a housing estate.

· 2022/0691/FUL Site E1 land west of Land’s End Way. Erection of new single storey Greggs Drive Through cafe building with associated parking, including EV Electric car charging points. 

Site and buildings appropriate for the area. The site is appropriate for a single-story building, will not cause any visibility issues. The access for the drive through may cause problems on Maresfield Road during peak times. HGV’s reversing into the site may cause problems. There is sufficient parking. The EV charging bays are appropriate.  

b. To receive planning application decisions from Rutland County Council

2022/0222/ADV Land off Hackamore Way. 2 no. halo illuminated signs.

Granted 29/06/22

c. To consider planning application 2022/0741/PED 1 Land’s End Way. Change of use of former offices to 15 dwelling houses.
As the buildings are available for conversion, the planned change to 15 dwellings is a good option to re-use the buildings. The available parking may not be adequate, one for each dwelling plus one visitor. 

d. To consider planning application 2022/0796/MAO Land west of Main Road. Outline planning permission (with all matters reserved except for means of access from Main Road) for residential development, with landscaping and public open space, associated drainage infrastructure and access works, and safeguarded land for community uses.
Response Summary: Landscape sensitivity, Lack of facilities and infrastructure.

Rutland has insufficient facilities and infrastructure to support the current population.

Reference RCC landscape sensitivity and capacity study of the lane to the northwest of Oakham, Rutland Final Report December 2018. The report under recommendations for prioritizing development has labelled this area as high landscape sensitivity and, in the Council’s own report does not have capacity to accommodate development.

The medical support in Rutland is over stretched and understaffed. The current residents find great difficulty to get a doctor’s appointment within several weeks. The general lack of doctors in rural areas is well documented and is a major problem here in Rutland. Increasing the current population will only exacerbate the problem. The medical facility in Oakham has been rated inadequate and needs to be improved.

Leisure activities in Rutland are very restricted. We have no public swimming pool, public gymnasium, or cinema. Entertainment for anyone from age 5 to 65 is very limited due to no public amenities. This lack of facilities leaves people very frustrated and can lead to public order problems.

The internet in Rutland is very substandard, as a rural area we have limited bandwidth. In cities you can get gigabit connection to your house. Here in Rutland most people are limited to less than 50 megabits. Old infrastructure is copper cable to the houses. If new developments come and get fiber connectivity to the house the current residents will get less availability. Streaming in the future will also impact on bandwidth availability. 

These proposed houses will be beyond the affordability of most people in Rutland; thus, these properties are more  for commuters to live in Rutland. Rutland is a commuter county as there is minimal job opportunities and those that are available are motely minimum wage jobs. On these minimum wage salaries, you could not afford any of these proposed properties. More commuters mean more traffic and many thousands of miles of CO2 every day into the atmosphere. Some will say that the people will have electric vehicles, but the electricity must be generated, causing CO2. These electric vehicles would also add the strain on the power infrastructure around Rutland.

These additional houses will add a number of additional children requiring schooling. Rutland currently buses many pupils all over the county, causing distress and additional strain on the children and parents. More children will exacerbate this problem and the strain on public finances.

Barleythorpe has faced ten years of continuous disruption while Oakham Heights has been built. This new development would add many years of additional disturbance to the residents of Barleythorpe. Please let the residents have a rest from this continued disturbance.

e. Neighbourhood Plan
The plan was passed at referendum. Some training, in the use of the made plan in relation to responding to planning applications, may be given to the Parish Council and Oakham Town Council.

	

	2022/68
	To receive report from Community Development Working Group
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – the Jubilee celebrations were  well received, including the beacon lighting and the opening of woodland area. Allison Homes have donated £1000 towards the cost of the beacon. 

	

	2022/69
	To receive report from the Environment Working Group
· Adoption of Bellway play area – This matter continues to rest with Bellway’s solicitors.
· It was proposed that the Parish Council purchase 7 cherry trees for planting around the beacon and 6 benches (2 for Queen’s Canopy/Chepstow Park, 2 for the beacon site and 2 for Farriers Reach) at a cost of £3594 plus £1400 for installation, subject to receipt of permission from Allison Homes.
Proposed Cllr. Phillips
Seconded Cllr. Goodwin

All in favour

· The proposal that the Parish Council earmark funds to re-model the wildflower meadow area was withdrawn. This land is not the responsibility of the Parish Council and will be completed by the developers and then be maintained by the OHRMCL.

· Bulb planting - £9600 CIL money was spent last year to plant daffodil bulbs around Barleythorpe. It was proposed that a further £9600 CIL money be spent this year to complete the project with an additional 800m2 of bulbs in 5 agreed locations, subject to permission from Allison Homes.

Proposed Cllr. Percival

Seconded Cllr. Phillips

All in favour

· Proposal to order trees for September and March planting (28 Japanese Cherry trees and 60 woodland trees) in Linear Park with 95 stakes & ties and 95 planting holes to be drilled by a contractor subject to written permission and quotations for the work.
Proposed Cllr. Phillips

Seconded Cllr Percival 

4 in favour

1 abstention

· It was proposed that Cllr Phillips be elected as Chairman of the Environment Working Group.

Proposed Cllr Percival

Seconded Cllr Richardson 

All in favour

· Litter on new commercial development Panniers Way– it was discussed whether additional bins should be placed due to the recent business development in the area. It was agreed that the situation will be monitored and if necessary, the resident businesses asked to provide additional bins.
.


	

	2022/70
	Finance

a. The current finance summary and bank reconciliations (2022/72) were approved.
	

	2022/71
	The meeting closed at 8.45pm

Next meeting Thursday 28th September 2022
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Barleythorpe Parish Council
Finances April 2022- March 2023
The financial year is divided into six two-month periods.



CURRENT PERIOD: 2
Year to date:



INCOME
Precept: 18,025.00 18,025.00
Sundries:



VAT
Section 106



Interest 8.36



TOTAL: 18,025.00 18,033.36



EXPENSES:
Clerk's Salary: 10,150.00 3,383.33 £3,121.14



Clerk's Expenses: 600.00 200.00 £150.00
NI contributions: 150.00 50.00 £121.75



Street Lights: 30.00 10.00
Audit costs: 300.00 100.00 £75.00
Room hire: 250.00 83.33 £58.00



Subscriptions: 465.00 155.00 £448.70
Website & IT: 300.00 100.00 £365.37



general budget: 4,500.00 1,500.00 £1,753.77
Insurance 600.00 200.00



VAT: £223.64
Election costs:



Sundries: 250.00 83.33 £184.78
Training: 180.00 60.00



Chairman's fund:
CIL: £947.00



Defibrillator: 500.00 £135.00
bank charges: 15.00



TOTAL: 18,275.00 6,091.67 7,599.15



OVERALL SURPLUS/DEFICIT: -250.00 -6,091.67 



Current a/c: at 1 Apr 2022: 1,338.57
Deposit a/c: at 1 Apr 2022: 85,624.40



Adjustments:
2022/23 opening balance: 86,962.97 86,962.97



Income to date: 18,033.36
Expenditure to date: 7,599.15



Surplus/deficit to date: 10,434.21
Bank balance at period end: 97,397.18
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