
	Minutes of Barleythorpe Parish Council Meeting

Held on Thursday 24th September 2020
Via Zoom

	Attendance
	Cllr. Christopher Marsland - Chairman

Cllr. David Jones

Cllr. Malcolm Phillips

Cllr. David Gordon
Cllr. Sarah Clark
Cllr. Peter Goodwin

Cllr. Brian Brown

C.Cllr. Sue Webb
C.Cllr David Blanksby

Helen Duckering – Parish Clerk
11 members of the public

	Apologies 
	Cllr. Susan Percival

	
	
	

	Item

2020/47
    
	The meeting opened at 7.00pm

	Actions



	2020/48
	Public Participation

Objections to the proposal 15a ‘To consider the supply of 4 park benches and 4 picnic tables and installation onto hard standing for Chepstow Park at a cost of £9400’ were raised on the grounds that anti-social behaviour had been observed in this area and the provision of seating may encourage this. The comments were noted and would be taken into consideration when discussing the proposal.

It was reported that the Interim Steering Group had completed a walk around Oakham Heights with Priem at the end of August.
The strip of woodland between Blacksmiths Avenue and Brocklebank Road is owned by Larkfleet and they are responsible for the maintenance of this area.

It was noted that 30mph speed signs have been erected on The Avenue.

	

	2020/49
	To receive declarations of member’s interests and requests for dispensations

None
	

	2020/50
	To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on 30th July 2020
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

	

	2020/51
	Matters arising from the minutes of meeting held 30th July 2020
The clerk confirmed that anti dog fouling signs have been requested from RCC and these are currently being sourced.
	

	2020/52
	To review and adopt Equalities Policy

It was proposed that the Equalities Policy be approved and adopted.

Proposed Cllr. Goodwin

Seconded Cllr. Brown

All in favour.


	

	2020/53
	Clerk’s report 
Zoom conferences with RCC continue fortnightly.

	

	2020/54
	Correspondence
· Emails from two residents of Chepstow Court expressing objections to the installation of picnic tables and benches.
	

	2020/55
	County Councillors report

Cllr. Webb:

RCC Highways have been consulted regarding safe access for children walking to Langham Primary School. The hedges along the footpath will be cut back. Consultation with the school is being undertaken to allow the rear access to the school on the A606 to be opened. The provision of a pedestrian crossing on Burley Park Way is being costed. A crossing on the bypass is currently graded as ‘beneficial’ and no higher. Cllr. Webb will continue to pursue this.

No action has been taken by Highways to improve the footpath by Lonsdale Park. Further information is awaited.

Cllr. Webb has visited Oakham Grange. The new residents have expressed a desire to become part of the Barleythorpe community.

Cllr. Blanksby:

Cllr. Blanksby confirmed that he has resigned from the Conservative Group and is now a non-aligned independent.

	

	2020/56

	Parks and Open Spaces
Cllr. Blanksby reported having attended a meeting with Rutland County Council, Larkfleet, Hawksmead, Priem and the Interim Steering Group. It appears that after 18 months of negotiations no progress has been made. It is now unlikely that RCC will be able to assist further and it is envisaged that a large group of residents will be set up to take the issue forward.

	

	2020/57

2020.57.1

2020.57.2

2020.57.3

2020.57.4

2020.57.5

2020.57.6

2020.57.7

2020.57.8

2020.57.9

2020.57.10


	Planning

Applications and Decisions received from RCC since last meeting

2020/0850/LBA 1 Clockhouse Court Installation of black metal fence including double gate.

The proposed design for the fencing and gate installation is in keeping with other fencing in Barleythorpe Village. The request to improve child safety appears reasonable. 

2020/0844/FUL Land to The Rear Of 1 Main Road Proposed 1 no. dwelling.

With this revised submission (Rev. E on the Floor Plans and Elevation) it has become clear that this proposed dwelling will be built on a small plot with tight clearances to 3 sides of the building. 
There is effectively no garden as the only green area is taken up by 4 apple trees. 
There appears to be inadequate turning space for vehicles which could force visitors or commercial vehicles to reverse out on to the main carriageway. 
The block plan suggests that the drive exit is splayed. It is in fact skewed across the front of the existing 1 Main Road driveway because of an existing utilities pole and inspection covers set in the pathway. We have yet to see any evidence that the current drive layout was approved by Rutland County Council. 

2020/0814/FUL 8 Ascot Court. 2 no. dormer windows to front elevation with new Velux windows to front and rear to facilitate loft conversion.

This is in an area of mixed housing design and the addition of dormer and Velux windows will not have any adverse visual impact. 
2020/490/FUL Former site of Rutland Agricultural Society, Main Road. Variation
Granted 24/08/20
2020/0554/CAT 4 Stableyard Close. 

1 No. Horse Chestnut Tree (T1) - Prune back to provide 1m clearance to the boundary line of 4 Stableyard Close to abate encroachment.

Granted 20/07/20

Planning application 2020/0871/FUL Three plots of land adjacent to Bosal Way. Proposed development to create a Ben Burgess Depot (Agricultural Machinery Dealership) to include one portal framed building and associated external infrastructure including landscaping.
This should be a prestigious dealership bringing additional employment and income to the Parish, as appropriate to an agricultural county. However, ecology, archaeology and highways issues need to be addressed.
Ben Burgess is already established as a successful dealership and this branch should generate additional income and employment opportunities within the Parish. 
We welcome the creation of 15 to 30 jobs; and the support for apprenticeships and work experience placements.  
The proposed site is adjacent to other commercial buildings and we have no objections on visual grounds. 
We regret the loss of established hedgerows and note the requirements raised by Leicestershire County Council Ecology Unit. As a net loss in biodiversity is assessed, and a net gain calculation has not been provided, the recommendation in the comments is that the application is withdrawn or refused.
LCC Archaeology and Highways raise further issues that will need to be addressed. 
While this is a Sui Generis application that does not fall within the intended use classes for the land, we do not see this as a problem given the agricultural heritage of the county. A precedent has also been set by another, recent planning decision.  This should provide long-term, sustainable employment on land that is currently not in productive use. However, concerns raised by the Ecology comments need to be addressed. 
Update on Neighbourhood Plan

Nothing to report.

Government Consultation ‘Planning for the Future’ white paper
Consultation on the white paper is open from 6th August to 29th October and is open for comments from any member of the public.
Housing Allocation Policy Consultation
The revised document seeks to update the policy and align it with the Homelessness Reduction Act.
Local Plan Regulation 19 Consultation
Consultation on the draft Local Plan is open until 9th October and can be accessed online.

	

	2020/58
	To receive report from Parish Development and Special Tasks Working Group and to consider Parish Council support for the installation of a defibrillator at Oakham Vets and to agree a financial contribution of £1070 towards the installation of a defibrillator.

The total cost of installing a defibrillator is £2070. A grant of £1000 has been obtained from The Karen Ball Fund.

It was proposed that Barleythorpe Parish Council support the installation of a defibrillator at Oakham Vets and agree a financial contribution of £1070 towards the installation of a defibrillator.

Proposed Cllr. Phillips

Seconded Cllr. Goodwin

All in favour


	

	2020/59
	CIL money held by the Parish Council and expiry dates and to consider possible projects

Cllr. Gordon advised that there have been numerous suggestions of possible projects for the CIL money. These will require wider public consultation before proceeding.

	

	2020/60
	To receive report from the Environment Working Group

A letter of thanks regarding the pruning of woodland near Blacksmiths Avenue has been received. The pruning has created a walkway which requires fencing and gating. The land is owned by Larkfleet and it was therefore agreed that Cllr. Gordon would draft a letter to Larkfleet to request this work.

	Cllr. Gordon

	2020/61
	To consider the supply of 4 park benches and 4 picnic benches and installation onto hard standing for Chepstow Park at a cost of £9400
It was agreed that in view of the concerns raised by residents, regarding the installation of benches, consultation was required before proceeding further.

The EWG and residents will liaise to find an appropriate solution to improve the area.

	

	2020/62
	To consider the provision of two floor-standing litter bins for Chepstow Park and Linear Park at a cost of £1000.

It was proposed that Barleythorpe Parish Council provide two floor-standing litter bins, for Chepstow Park and Linear Park, at a cost of £1000.

Proposed Cllr. Phillips

Seconded Cllr. Clarke

All in favour
	

	2020/63
	To consider the purchase and fitting of a black metal roll top fence of 1.2m height for Hornbeam Park running along the perimeter of Maresfield Road at a cost of £4300

Following a discussion of various barrier options, it was agreed in principle that Barleythorpe Parish Council will fund the installation of a barrier in the location described but the type of barrier used will be decided following consultation with residents.

Proposed Cllr. Phillips

Seconded Cllr. Gordon

All in favour
	

	2020/64
	Finance

The current financial statement and bank reconciliations were circulated, 2020/66 below, and these were approved.

	

	2020/65
	Traffic and Parking

Maresfield Road Parking
It was agreed that the statement and plan previously circulated would form the basis of the consultation to be conducted.

Community Speed Watch – no further action by RCC

Pedestrian crossing Main Road – Cllr. Goodwin reported that trees by Grooms Close are obstructing sight of the crossing beacon. The clerk agreed to report this to RCC Highways for action.

RCC parking machines – Cllr. Goodwin reported that the cash free payment method causes difficulties for some residents. Cllr. Blanksby confirmed that RCC are aware of the issue.

	Clerk


	
	The meeting closed at 9.10pm
Next meeting Thursday 26th November 2020
	


	
	

	Finances April 2020- March 2021

	The financial year is divided into six two-month periods.

	CURRENT PERIOD:
	3
	
	
	

	
	2020-21
	
	Year to date:

	INCOME
	
	
	
	

	Precept:
	17,420.00 
	
	
	17,420.00 

	Sundries:
	
	
	
	

	VAT
	
	
	
	

	Section 106
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	36.79 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL:
	17,420.00 
	
	
	17,456.79 

	EXPENSES:
	
	
	
	

	Clerk's Salary:
	9,400.00 
	
	4,700.00 
	3,792.75 

	Clerk's Expenses:
	600.00 
	
	300.00 
	250.00 

	NI contributions
	70.00 
	
	35.00 
	18.30 

	Street Lights:
	20.00 
	
	10.00 
	

	Audit costs:
	350.00 
	
	175.00 
	60.00 

	Room hire
	250.00 
	
	125.00 
	

	Subscriptions
	400.00 
	
	200.00 
	435.40 

	Website
	350.00 
	
	175.00 
	153.90 

	general budget
	5,000.00 
	
	2,500.00 
	33.27 

	Insurance
	500.00 
	
	250.00 
	

	VAT
	
	
	
	745.05 

	Election costs:
	
	
	
	

	Sundries
	200.00 
	
	100.00 
	244.75 

	Training:
	280.00 
	
	140.00 
	

	Chairman's fund:
	
	
	72.00 

	CIL:
	
	
	
	4827

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL:
	17,420.00 
	
	8,710.00 
	10,632.42 

	OVERALL SURPLUS/DEFICIT:
	
	
	-8,710.00 
	6,824.37 

	
	
	
	
	

	Current a/c: at 1 Apr 2020:
	9,754.09
	
	
	

	Deposit a/c: at 1 Apr 2020:
	98,071.27
	
	
	

	Adjustments:
	
	
	
	

	2018/19 opening balance:
	107,825.36
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Income to date:
	17,456.79
	
	
	

	Expenditure to date:
	10,632.42
	
	
	

	Surplus/deficit to date:
	6,824.37
	
	
	

	Bank balance at period end:
	114,649.73
	2020/66
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